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These parables [from today’s gospel] also reveal
something of the divine humility. As Levia-Merikakis
observes, God often “searches” for us in part by
hiding himself in the very depths of our being, and
waiting patiently for us to find him.
The parable of the Dragnet has a more challenging
aspect; for it reminds us that, when we reject God’s
Kingdom, we pronounce judgement on ourselves.
Solomon’s fate was to allow his order of priorities to
become inverted — to become forgetful of divine
wisdom, turning the gifts God showered upon him
into idols. Jesus’s parables of humility, growth, and
fruitfulness must be set alongside this sobering
parable about the urgency of our conversion. (Angus
Ritchie, ChurchTimes 8210)

This Week Church events & when
open for private prayer:
Sun 26 - 7th Sunday
after Trinity (OT17)
09:00 Mass (St Saviour)
11.00 Mass (St German)
Cwmafan, Elaine Jenkyns.
Lambeth Conference Team

Mon 27:
18:00 Mass

(St German)

Tue 28:
10:00 Mas

(St Saviour)

Wed 29:
10:00 Mass

Parish Notes:

Thur 30:

Resumption of Public Worship - Our church buildings are now open and able to resume
public acts of worship. Please attend carefully to the safety instructions, posters and guidance
from stewards and parish officers during the services. During Holy Communion please stay
in your seats and Fr Phelim will bring Holy Communion to you. Social distancing remains
our key safety precaution. Face coverings may be worn, according to Welsh government
guidance, but are not compulsory. We are not yet able to share communion from the chalice
or exchange the peace. Recorded hymns will be played but we can’t yet sing along with
them. Please see the side bar for times of services this week.
Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings- Are also now permitted but there are still very strict
and separate guidelines for each service. We are preparing the risk assessment for funerals at
the minute but not ready yet for baptisms and weddings (but hope to complete these by the
end of August). For funerals the key changes are that no Requiem Masses are permitted as
yet. Also, attendance at church based funerals is strictly by invitation only.
Prize Draw - Hopefully will be drawn after mass next Sunday. (2 August)
Condolences - to Yvonne Heynes and David French on the loss of their mother, Dorothy,
who passed away last week. We pray for them and their families at this time. Dorothy’s
funeral will be in St Saviour’s on Thurs 6 August at 2pm. All members of St Saviour’s
congregation are invited to this yet it is very important that those intending to attend the
funeral RSVP as soon as possible to Yvonne by phone or email.
Foodbank - If you would like to join the foodbank team at St Saviour’s please contact the
wardens. Initially, we are looking at a Thursday evening opening from 18:30-20:00.
Faith Nurturing - Next meets on Wed 12 August looking at ‘In Search of a Way’ by Gerard
Hughes SJ. at 7pm via Zoom. Contact Fr Phelim for details. We’ll look at chapters -4-6.
Lift Up Your Hearts - Spiritual Support during the pandemic. This week’s reflections are
from the Dr Carla Grosch Miller, a URC minister and practical theologian.
Recently Departed - Dorothy French (RIP)

Friday 31:

READINGS THIS WEEK
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12
Ps 119
Rom 8:28-30
Matt 13:44-52

(St German)

17:15 Mass

READINGS NEXT WEEK

PSALM:

Isa 55:1-3
Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18
Rom 8:35, 37-39
Matt 14:13-21

Lord, how I love your
law! (4vv)

1

(St Saviour)

No Mass today

Saturday 1:
No Mass today

Sun 2 - 8th Sunday
after Trinity (OT18)
09:00 Mass (St Saviour)
11.00 Mass (St German)
Cwmafan, Elaine Jenkyns.
Lambeth Conference Team

Parish Priest:
Fr Phelim O’Hare,
02922 411229,
phelimohare@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Bill Eastwood
07800 946949
David Gibbins
07813160825

Online Services:
Sunday and weekday
services have now
resumed. Occasionally
these services may be
recorded and posted
online for those still unable
to worship with us. See
website for details.

WWW.SAINTGERMANWITHSAINTSAVIOUR.ORG

TODAY’S HYMNS
To God be the glory
Soul of my Saviour
Be still for the presence
Thine be the glory

26 JULY 2020
asked for a discerning judgement for
yourself, here and now I do what
you ask. I give you a heart wise and
shrewd as none before you has had
and none will have after you.’
This is the word of the Lord.
I Kings 3

COLLECT
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all
good things: graft in our
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all
good things: graft in our
hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep
us in the same; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING

Alleluia, alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my
Father. Alleluia!

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

GOSPEL:

Lord, how I love your law!

A reading from the Gospel according
to Matthew.

My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more
to me
than silver and gold. R/
Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come and I shall live
for your law is my delight. R/
That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold,
why I rule my life by your precepts,
and hate false ways. R/
Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. R/

Psalm 119

A reading from the first book of Kings.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a
dream and said, ‘Ask what you
would like me to give you.’ Solomon
replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in
succession to David my father. But I
am a very young man, unskilled in
leadership. Your servant finds
himself in the midst of this people of
yours that you have chosen, a people
so many its number cannot be
counted or reckoned. Give your
servant a heart to understand how
to discern between good and evil,
for who could govern this people of
yours that is so great?’ It pleased the
Lord that Solomon should have
asked for this. ‘Since you have asked
for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked
for long life for yourself or riches or
the lives of your enemies, but have

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

SECOND READING
A reading from Paul’s letter to the
Romans.
We know that by turning everything to
their good, God co-operates with all
those who love him, with all those he
has called according to his purpose.
They are the ones he chose specially
long ago and intended to become true
images of his Son, so that his Son might
be the eldest of many brothers. He called
those he intended for this; those he
called he justified, and with those he
justified he shared his glory.
This is the word of the Lord.
Romans 8

2

‘The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a merchant in search of fine pearls;
on finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and
bought it.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a net that was thrown into the sea
and caught fish of every kind; when
it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets
but threw out the bad. So it will be
at the end of the age. The angels
will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous and throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
‘Have you understood all this?’ They
answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them,
‘Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is
old.’
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Matthew 13

