PARISH OF CARDIFF; ST GERMAN WITH ST SAVIOUR

St Saviour’s Church
8 December 2019 - Advent II
‘You must repent’, says John the Baptist. Note the
imperative - it is not an option, a gentle plea to
maybe consider looking back at one’s life, actions
and relationships and look for where it might be
a tad broken. John the Baptist challenged in his
words and actions. His voice in the wilderness
carries loud and clear - no competing voice can
be heard - we must repent. We must do it if we
are to receive the Kingdom of Heaven which is
almost upon us - ushered in by the Christ child.

Parish Notes:
Advent Benediction - There will be a service of Adoration and Benediction tonight
in St Saviour’s with some gentle music to reflect our waiting with hope for Christ.
Advent Healing Service - This coming Wednesday 11 December we will have a
healing service in St German’s at 6pm.
Nightshelter - Begins this season in St German’s on Saturday 21 December. We are
still short of people for the Nightshift teams. If you were willing even to do part of a
night we would be very grateful. Rotas will be sent out this week via email. We also
need new or nearly new coats - mostly for men but some women’s coats also. New
gloves and socks would also be greatly appreciated.
Advent & Christmas - service details on our website & at the back of the Church.
Christmas Flower orders need to be finalised by Sunday 15th December (next
Sunday) Money and dedications with orders please.
Posada - Next Sunday Las Posadas begins its journey around the parish. Please sign
up on the list provided if you would like to host the Holy Family for the night.
Christmas Cards - Our Christmas Card display will be ready from next Sunday.
Instead of sending cards you can post a message on the display and make a donation
to church funds. Please gift aid if you can.
Carols and a Cuppa. Please spread the word (and take a poster to display) Once
again we look forward to opening our doors to our local community.
Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady Sanctuary Lamps. We have new lists for 2020.
Please sign up if you would like to sponsor a lamp and make a dedication. Please
give the £4.00 donation to John.
Recently Departed: Violet May Bladen RIP.

READINGS THIS WEEK

READINGS NEXT WEEK

PSALM RESPONSE

Isa 11:1-10
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Rom 15:4-9
Matt 3:1-12

Isa 35:1-6a, 10
Ps 146:6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10
Jas 5:7-10
Matt 11:2-11

In his days justice shall
flourish, and peace till
the moon fails. (vv.4)
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This week:
Sun 8: Advent II

9:30 Sung Mass (St S)
11am Sung Mass (St G)
6pm Benediction (St S)

Mon 9:
6pm Mass
(StG)
Immaculate Conception

Tues 10:

10am Mass

(St S)

Wed 11:

9.30am School Nativity
Service (no mass) (St G)
6pm Healing Service for
Advent
(St G)

Thur 12:

5:45pm Mass
1pm Funeral

Fri 13:

6pm Mass
St Lucy

(St S)
(St S)
(St S)

Sat 14:

11am Mass

Sun 15: Advent III
‘Gaudete’
St Saviour’s:
9:30 Sung Mass;
St German’s:
11:00 am Sung Mass

Parish Priest:

Fr Phelim O’Hare,
02922 411229,

phelimohare@gmail.com

(Day off - Friday)

Churchwardens:
Bill Eastwood
07800 946949
David Gibbins
07813160825

www.saintgermanwith
saintsaviour.org

WWW.SAINTGERMANWITHSAINTSAVIOUR.ORG

COLLECT
Father in heaven, who sent your Son
to redeem the world and will send
him again to be our judge: give us
grace so to imitate him in the
humility and purity of his first
coming that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him with
joyful love and firm faith; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

GATHERING:
Here in this place, new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away.
See, in this space,
our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in - the lost and forsaken,
gather us in - the blind and the lame.
Call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.
We are the young our lives are a mystery,
we are the old who yearn for your face.
We have been sung throughout all of history,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in - the rich and the haughty,
gather us in - the proud and the strong.
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.
Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth.
Here you shall call
your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you.
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away,
but here in this place,
the new light is shining;
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in - and hold us forever,
gather us in - and make us your own.
Gather us in - all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone

JESSE TREE
Hanging in the branches
of this Jesse tree;
see the love of Jesus and his family.
Here we see his goodness
and his light and power
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shining through the darkness
’til the final hour
Prophets, men and women
all received his word:
promise of the coming
of the mighty Lord.
Born into his family,
in the church of God
may we share the faith
of God in flesh and blood.
So, in sign and symbol,
so in branch and tree,
may we tell the story
of the One in Three.
Through the Holy Spirit
Christ is in our sight:
Promise of the Father
full of grace and light.

OFFERTORY:
Hills of the North, rejoice,
river and mountain-spring,
hark to the advent voice;
valley and lowland, sing.
Christ comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.
Isles of the Southern seas,
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world's new birth:
In Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.
Lands of the East, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
your seers have longed to know their Lord;
to you he comes, the final word.
Shores of the utmost West,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.
Shout, as you journey home,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the North they come,
from East and West and South:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the universe be blest.

COMMUNION:
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh.
Awake and harken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!
Then cleansed be every life from sin:
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
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for Christ to come and enter there.
We hail you as our Saviour, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward.
Without your grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.
Stretch forth your hand,
our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more.
O let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.
All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

FINAL HYMN:
God is working his purpose out,
as year succeeds to year,
God is working his purpose out,
and the time is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
From utmost east to utmost west,
wherever feet have trod,
by the mouth of many messengers
goes forth the voice of God,
'Give ear to me, ye continents,
ye isles, give ear to me,
that the earth may be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.’
What can we do to work God's work,
to prosper and increase
the love of God in all mankind,
the reign of the Prince of peace?
What can we do to hasten the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea?
March we forth in the strength of God,
with the banner of Christ unfurled,
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth
may shine throughout the world;
fight we the fight with sorrow and sin,
to set their captives free,
that the earth may be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
All we can do is nothing worth
unless God blesses the deed;
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide
till God gives life to the seed;
yet nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.

and save the lives of the poor. R/

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a
scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances, he
gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges
the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the
poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the
ruthless, his sentences bring death to the
wicked. Integrity is the loincloth round
his waist, faithfulness the belt about his
hips. The wolf lives with the lamb, the
panther lies down with the kid, calf and
lion feed together,
with a little boy to lead them. The cow
and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together. The lion
eats straw like the ox. The infant plays
over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair the young child puts
his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on
all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the
knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea. That day,
the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal
to the peoples. It will be sought out by
the nations and its home will be
glorious.
This is the word of the Lord.

Isaiah 11

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
In his days justice shall flourish,
and peace till the moon fails.
O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in
justice
and your poor in right judgement. R/
In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.
R/
For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak

May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. R/
Psalm 72

SECOND READING
A reading from Paul’s letter to the
Romans.
Everything that was written long ago in
the scriptures was meant to teach us
something about hope from the
examples scripture gives of how people
who did not give up were helped by
God. And may he who helps us when we
refuse to give up, help you all to be
tolerant with each other, following the
example of Christ Jesus, so that united
in mind and voice you may give glory to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for
you to treat each other in the same
friendly way as Christ treated you. The
reason Christ became the servant of
circumcised Jews was not only so that
God could faithfully carry out the
promises made to the patriarchs, it was
also to get the pagans to give glory to
God for his mercy, as scripture says in
one place: For this I shall praise you
among the pagans and sing to your name.
This is the word of the Lord.

Romans 15

GOSPEL
A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St Matthew.
In those days John the Baptist appeared
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.’ This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The
voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.” ’ Now
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with
a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance.

3

Do not presume to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for
I tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham. Even
now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.
‘I baptize you with water for repentance,
but one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing-floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’
This is the gospel of the Lord.

Matt 3

